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Welcome from St Andrew’s Uniting Church

In the midst of the
extreme busyness
of this time of the
year, the gentle
movement  from
Advent through to
Christmas is very
important for all of
us. To be offered
words and music
that help us focus on these seasons can
give us a perspective on all that is
taking place.

Of course it is comforting to listen to
the well-known music, songs and
carols, but it also refreshing to be

offered something new or something
we have not heard before. This concert
by the Brisbane Concert Choir at St
Andrew’s and Sinfonia of St Andrew’s
offers us both, so let us sit back and
enjoy this concert.

May the season of Advent permit us
time to be quiet and to ready ourselves
for Christmas Day.

RAY HERRMANN
Minister
St Andrew’s Uniting Church

EMERGENCY EVACUATION

In the event of fire or other emergency, walk promptly to the rear of the building and exit
through the glass doors. Do not congregate in the café area, but continue walking up the

footpath to ensure that the exits are not blocked.

Assemble across the road outside the Suncorp building until advised by a responsible person

that it is safe to re-enter the building.

Only if access to the main glass-door exit is blocked should you attempt to leave via the door to

the right of the stage.
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Welcome from the Choir

1 Welcome to this
our final concert

for 2010. We
have gone all out
this year to
create a concert
experience to
appeal to
children of all

: ages, but also to
those of us who have seen a few more
Christmases. Howard Blake’s musical
setting of The Snowman is a timeless
piece, based on the Raymond Briggs
book. We hope that a new generation
of youngsters will enjoy hearing it live
for the first time. The animated film
achieved instant popularity back in the
8os and it has been shown on British TV
every Christmas since then.

We have had a very successful year,
with Rachmaninoff's Vespers being a
particular highlight for me. Following
on from our extremely well-attended
Carmina Burana ‘from scratch’, we plan
to present The Armed Man: A Mass for

Peace by Karl Jenkins as our Come and
Sing Workshop event in July 2011.

Tour plans for Italy in September 2011
are well advanced. In fact, we have so
many singers and supporters signed up
that we have had to hire a second bus!
Our Christmas CD didn't quite make it
this year, although we have recorded
many of the tracks already. It will
definitely be available for your
Christmas stocking next year.

To keep up with all of our news, please
complete the form in your programme
or send me an email. And if you still
haven't had enough, we will be
carolling at Toowong and Brookside
shopping centres for the two weeks
leading up to Christmas.

IAN MAURER
Chairman
Brisbane Concert Choir
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t is always fun peering into the

Christmas  stocking on

Christmas morning (or the eve
before, for those of you that sneak a
peek). A stocking filler such as a little
Winnie-the-pooh, a beautiful
ballerina ornament, or a matchbox
car can light up the eyes of a
youngster. Or at least they could
back when | was young.

Yes, times have changed, but luckily,
the tales and music of Christmas still
fill our homes, churches, and
shopping centres during the season of
Christmas. | am delighted to offer
you our musical stocking filled with a
superb mix of Christmas classics with
some things that are a little more
contemporary.

Our evening begins with Ralph
Vaughan Williams' Wassail Song. A
wassail is a hot, spiced punch

associated with VYuletide.
Unfortunately, we won’t be offering
you the hot, spiced punch, but | am
sure the music will warm you inside.
Before the Sinfonia of St Andrew’s
joins us on stage, our beautiful young
soloist, Naomi Thomas, will join us for
Do You Hear What | Hear?

The story of the Nutcracker, by E. T.
A. Hoffman, begins when Clara is
given a nutcracker at her parent’s
Christmas party. Clara’s brother
snatches the nutcracker from her and
breaks it, leaving Clara heartbroken.
Clara creeps downstairs after
everyone has gone to bed to witness
the drama that is about to unravel.
Pytor llyich Tchaikovsky’s score leads
Us on a trip around the world as we
visit the music of the Arabian desert,
of China and of the Trepak dance in
Russia.



We then travel once again to England
and revisit the music of Vaughan
Williams in his Fantasia on Christmas
Carols, which was composed in 1912.
The work was dedicated to Cecil
Sharp, who was the founding father
of the folklore revival in England in
the early 20" century. The Fantasia is
based on four traditional English
carols: The Truth sent from above,
Come all you worthy gentlemen, On
Christmas night (The Sussex Carol)
and There is a fountain filled with
blood. These carols are joined
together masterfully with sweeping
orchestral passages.

Howard Blake's The Snowman is
based on a wordless children’s picture
book by Raymond Briggs. In 1982 the
animated film of the book was
produced and a year later Blake wrote
a narration to fit with the recorded
score. The concert version includes

at St Andrew’s

e

the stunning song Walking in the air
made famous when Aled Jones made
a single after adapting it fora “Toys 'r’
us” promotion in the United
Kingdom. The story will be narrated
this evening by Howard Ainsworth
and the children will be able to see
the original drawings of Raymond
Briggs as the performance takes
place.

A Christmas concert could not be
complete without the wonderful
sound of your voices. Please join us in
our audience carols and we look
forward to seeing you for a chat
downstairs after the concert.

DEBRA SHEARER-DIRIE
Musical Director
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Musical Director

DR DEBRA SHEARER-DIRIE

Originally from Perth, Dr Debra Shearer-Dirié maintains
an active career as a choral conductor, music educator,
clinician and scholar. She holds a Master of Music
Education degree and Doctor of Music degree in Choral
Conducting from Indiana University. During her time
there she directed the Indiana University Children’s and
Youth Choir, was assistant director to maestro Paul
Hillier with the Pro Arte Singers, and Director of the
International Vocal Ensemble at Indiana University for
two years. From 2000 to 2001, she conducted the
Northwest Girlchoir in Seattle, a 400-voice organization of young women who perform
frequently with the Seattle Symphony Orchestra.

Debra has received numerous invitations to present at national conferences both
abroad and in Australia, including the National Conference of the American Choral
Director's Association in New York in 2003, and most recently, her third Australian
National Choral Association (ANCA) conference in July this year.

Upon arriving in Brisbane mid 2003, she conducted the Queensland Young
Conservatorium Chamber Choir through diverse repertoire which led to an invitation
to perform at the ANCA conference in 2004. In 2005, she was appointed Musical
Director of Brisbane Concert Choir, and in 2006 founded Vox Pacifica Chamber Choir.
In 2009 she founded Fusion, a semi-professional adult a capella ensemble. She
continually searches for opportunities to collaborate with other musical groups,
composers, dancers, visual artists and cultural groups.

Debra lectures in the School of Music at the University of Queensland and is currently
serving as editor of the ANCA journal Sing Out, and on the national ANCA committee.
She is in demand as an adjudicator, clinician and conductor for festivals and
eisteddfods throughout Australia and the Asia-Pacific region.
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Soloists

TIM GRANTHAM BaAss

Tim Grantham completed vocal studies at the
Queensland  Conservatorium  with  Margaret
Schindler. He has considerable oratorio experience,
appearing as soloist in Handel's Messiah, Haydn’s The
Creation, Duruflé & Fauré Requiems and numerous
cantatas of Bach & Charpentier. His operatic credits
include Sid in Britten’s Albert Herring and Sprecher in
Mozart's Die Zauberfléte, as well as appearing in a
number of productions with the Opera Queensland
Chorus. More recently, Tim has learnt the complete
Play School repertoire to sing to his two beautiful
daughters.

NAOMI THOMAS sopPraNO

Naomi Thomas, 10, has a lively imagination and a wide
range of interests, including playing flute, singing in the
school choir and gardening. She is currently appearing
as a zebra in her school’s end-of-year concert with an
African theme.
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Programme

WASSAIL SONG English traditional carol
arranged by R. Vaughan Williams

DO You HEAR WHAT | HEAR? Noel Regney and Gloria Shayne
arranged by Mac Huff

SILENT NIGHT Franz Gruber (1787-1863)
arranged by David Willcocks

NUTCRACKER SUITE P.I. Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)
STAR CAROL John Rutter (1945-)
FANTASIA ON CHRISTMAS CAROLS R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
HARK! THE HERALD-ANGELS SING F. Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

arranged by David Willcocks
(Audience join the choir)
Hark! the herald-angels sing

Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,



God and sinners reconciled:
Joyful all ye nations rise,

Join the triumph of the skies,
With th’angelic host proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark! the herald-angels sing
Glory to the newborn King.

Christ, by highest heav'n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,

Late in time behold him come
Offspring of a virgin’s womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail th'incarnate Deity!

Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark! the herald-angels sing

Glory to the newborn King.

Hail the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings,

Ris'n with healing in his wings;

Mild he lays his glory by,

Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,

Born to give them second birth.
Hark! the herald-angels sing

Glory to the newborn King.
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INTERVAL

THE SNOWMAN Howard Blake
Narrated by Howard Ainsworth

JINGLE BELLS J. Pierpont (1822-1893)
arranged by David Willcocks

(Audience join the choir)

Dashing thro’ the snow

In a one-horse open sleigh,
O’er the fields we go,
Laughing all the way;

Bells on Bobtail ring,

Making spirits bright;

What fun it is to ride, and sing
A sleighing song tonight. Hey!

Refrain:

Jingle, bells, jingle, bells, jingle all the way;

Oh, what funitis to ride in a one-horse open sleigh!
Jingle, bells, jingle, bells, jingle all the way;

Oh, what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh!

Now the ground is white;
Go it while you're young,
Take the girls tonight,

And sing this sleighing song.
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Just get a bob-tailed bay,

Two forty for his speed;

Then hitch him to an open sleigh
And crack! you'll take the lead.

Refrain

Repeat verse 1 & refrain

AWAY IN A MANGER W.J. Kirkpatrick (1838-1921)
arranged by David Willcocks

(Audience join the chair)

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,

But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.

I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; | ask thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me, | pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.
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LORD OF THE DANCE Traditional Shaker melody
adapted by Sydney Carter
arranged by David Willcocks

JOY TO THE WORLD! Lowell Mason (1792-1872)
arranged by John Rutter

(Audience join the choir)

Joy to the world! the Lord is come;

Let earth receive her King.

Let ev'ry heart prepare him room,

And heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and nature sing,
And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

Joy to the World! the Saviour reigns;

Let men their songs employ,

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,

And makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness

And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.
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A MERRY CHRISTMAS Traditional West country carol
arranged by Arthur Warrell (1883-1939)

After the concert

Please join us for supper in the
hall below the Church.




Enjoy the Brisbane Concert
Choir at home...

Radiance
Aspects of Light

aa/wmce

Brisbane Concert Choir
it St Andrew’s

a
Conductor — Debra Shearer-Dirié

available today

or order online at www.brisbaneconcertchoir.com

or call (07) 3369 4866



The Sinfonia of St Andrew’s

at St Andrew’s
I

The Sinfonia of St Andrew’s was formed in 1995 for a performance of
Mendelssohn’s Hymn of Praise conducted by Mansel Jones. Since then it has
promoted its own orchestral concerts as well as appearing regularly with the
Brisbane Concert Choir. The orchestra is an interesting mix of professional
players, who perform regularly for the Queensland Orchestra and Queensland
Pops Orchestra alongside students from the Conservatorium, University of
Queensland and Queensland Youth Orchestra.

1sT VIOLIN

Chen Yang (Leader)
Neridah Oostenbroek
Marie Spiller

Lucy Bignall

Sherryn Toomey

2ND VIOLIN
Elisha Harrison
Maree Williamson
Megan Driscoll
Celine Crellin

VIOLA

Byron Mengel
Leone McNaught
Daniel Tipping

CELLO
Ngaio Toombes
Meg Robson

DOUBLE-BASS
Murray Gay

FLUTE & PICCOLO
Deborah Cox
Frances Farmer
Lee Norrell

OBOE & COR ANGLAIS

Bernard Girard
Ronja Jung

CLARINET
Kate Jones
Graham Evans

BASS CLARINET
Kate Jones
Graham Evans

BASSOON
Trevor Williamson
Anne Hoare

FRENCH HORN
Armin Terzer
Kerry Thomas

TRUMPET
Lindon Weise
Christopher Hudson

TROMBONE
Tim Duncan
Lisa Hocking

TIMPANI
Jane MacKerras

PERCUSSION
Claire Carvolth
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The Choir

The Brisbane Concert Choir at St Andrew’s is
an auditioned adult mixed voice choir.
Formed in 1996 by Dr Guy Jansen, the choir
has established an excellent reputation for its
performances of diverse repertoire ranging
from a cappella pieces to full symphonic
works. Performances have included
appearances with The Queensland Orchestra,
Queensland Pops Orchestra and in
prestigious festivals such as Brisbane
Cathedrals Week and the 4MBS Festival of
Classics. The Choir toured the North Island of
New Zealand in 1999 and in June 2002,
following the release of its first CD, Journey,
the choir embarked on a very successful tour
to north Queensland. The choir has recorded
performances for broadcast on ABC-TV and
4MBS Classic-FM. 2008 saw the release of a
new CD, Radiance, and a first European tour
to Prague, Salzburg and Vienna. The choir
will tour to Italy in September 2011.




SOPRANO
Lindsay Blacow
Susan Burrows
Sarah Clemence
Liz Denning

Helen Fredericks
Mary Gough
Andrea Hall Brown
Nancie Holley

Jan Hungerford
Stella Jenks

Alison Liley

Janet McKeon
Sarvenaz Monfaredi
Judy Neal
Stephanie Rodgers
Lucinda Thomson

TENOR
Simon Burgess
lan Clarkson
Lourens Feuth
John Holmes
Allen Kloeden
Michael Scott

ALTO

Milly Blakeley
Christine Campbell
Amanda Dee
Sorcha Delaney
Asabi Goodman
Sue Gray

Melissa Hutchinson
Nicolie Jenkins
Barbara Lamb
Lynne Maurer
Joan Mooney
Tricia Pezet

Kathy Teakle

BASS

Robert Bray
Bruce Campbell
Geoff Hines

lan Maurer
Mark McKeon
Jim McNicol
Timothy Reeves
Ross Salomon
Murray Smith
Chris Whight

MUSICAL
DIRECTOR
Debra Shearer-Dirié

REHEARSAL
ACCOMPANIST
John Woods

PATRON
Guy Jansen

at St Andrew’s
I

MANAGEMENT
Chairman
lan Maurer

Secretary
Stella Jenks

Treasurer
Lourens Feuth

Committee

Sue Gray

Janet McKeon
Caitlin McMorrow
Jim McNicol
Stephanie Rodgers

Librarian
Mary Gough

Membership

Christine Campbell

30 'TAOAxd80
Steven Nisbet
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SEASON 2011

2011 Preview

Autumn Concert

Sunday, 17 April, 2011

Italian Café Concert

Saturday, 4 June, 2011

#1 1T A ATA 3EITC OA&OT I
Saturday, 16 July, 2011

Italy Tour Farewell Concert

Sunday, 4 September, 2011

www.brisbaneconcertchoir.com
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[\

Gambling
Community Benefit Fund
Queensland Government

The Queensland Government's Gambling Community Benefit
Fund which proudly funded the purchase of specialised black choir
folders, together with additional music books for our library.
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