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Welcome from the Choir

Welcome to this our second
season concert for 2010.
Brisbane Concert Choir has
its home at St Andrew’s
Uniting Church in the city,
where we present the
majority of our concerts. But
we are always happy to have
the opportunity to sing in
other fine  performance
spaces around Brisbane, and
beyond. We are delighted to
offer this concert as our
contribution to the
Cathedrals’ Week festival of
sacred music. If you are new
to our audience and would
like to receive advance notice
of future events, please take
a moment to complete the
form in your program, or
send your contact details to
us by email.

The Choir normally performs
two concerts per year with

orchestra (the Sinfonia of St
Andrew’s), plus one such as
this, where we explore the
more intimate world of a
cappella singing. We strive to
attract new supporters to
each of our concerts and
other events. Partnering with
Peter's Quartet from St
Petersburg last year, we
attracted many people from
the Russian community to
our shared concert, and hope
that the word has continued
to spread for this concert.
Touring also provides us with
the opportunity to performin
front of new audiences. Our
very successful trip to
perform in Prague, Salzburg,
and Vienna in 2008 is to be
followed up with a tour to
Italy in September 2011.

Our December concert this
year aims to be particularly
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Uniting Church
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family-friendly, so if you have
children or grand-children it
would make an ideal start to

. Welcome to this
wonderful concert
% by the Brisbane
. Concert Choir at St
. Andrew’s, as they
. perform a rare and
stunning work by
Rachmaninoff. It
is a tribute to the
choir that they

traditional Christmas
festivities. And we have a full
program planned for 2011,
including our annual Come
and Sing ‘from scratch’
event. We are investigating
the possibility of offering The

Armed Man: A Mass for Peace have been able to tackle such a difficult
by Karl Jenkins, to follow our work so successfully. As the home for
very well attended Carmina the choir, St Andrew’s Uniting Church is
Burana ‘from scratch’ event proud of the great contribution that
this year. Brisbane Concert Choir will make to
Cathedrals’ Week this year.
y NICK TATE
\%ﬂm/ i %/W”—“'x Chairman
St Andrew’s Church Council
IAN MAURER
Chairman

Brisbane Concert Choir
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Rachmaninoff's Vespers

Composed in less than two weeks
and premiered in 1915 Sergei
Rachmaninoff's (1873-1943) All-Night
Vigil (commonly known as the
Vespers) is a night-long service which
consists of settings of texts taken
from the Russian Orthodox all-night
vigil  ceremony. Rachmaninoff
dedicated this epic work to Stepan
Vasilevich Smolensky, a renowned
scholar who assisted Rachmaninoff in
his education into early music of the
Russian church.

In October 1917, only two years after
the premiere of Rachmaninoff’s
work, the Tsarist government in
Russia was overthrown and the
Russian empire was dissolved. The
Russian Orthodox Church, which had
become independent from the
Patriarchate of Constantinople in
1448 (and later spread to areas across
Siberia into Alaska, then into the
United States), had been strongly
supported by the old Tsarist
government. However, upon seizing

power, the Bolsheviks declared a
separation of church and state. The
consequence was a ban on
performances of all religious music.
That year, 19127, Rachmaninoff left
his homeland of Russia and
permanently moved to the United
States of America. Rachmaninoff's
All-Night  Vigil, then, poignantly
represents not only the breaking of
Rachmaninoff’s private ties with his
homeland, but also an ending in
Russia of a musical era.

The All-Night Vigil combines the
three canonical hours of Vespers,
Matins, and the First hour. The text
contains Russian Orthodox versions
of several familiar Latin hymns,
including the Gloria in excelsis, Ave
Maria, Magnificat, and the Nunc
dimittis.

Of its fifteen movements (No. 12 has
been omitted for this afternoon’s
performance), ten are based on
chant. The Vigil makes use of three
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styles of chant: znamenny (traditional
monophonic songs known from the
first consistently identifiable
znamenniy by which Russian sacred
music was notated); a more
recitational ‘Greek’ style (a
seventeenth-century refinement
involved the wuse of one-note
recitatives and simple melismas); and,
‘Kiev’ chant (music alternating
between recitative and melodic
portions).

Written at the height of
Rachmaninoff's compositional
powers, the All-Night Vigil setting is
considered to be the finest of his
sacred works. The vocal lines avoid
his usual romantic gestures while the
sacred chants are harmonized in
mostly block chords or set with simple
counterpoint. The carefully
manicured dynamic shading lends the
work great beauty and drama.

DEBRA SHEARER-DIRIE
Musical Director
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ALL-NIGHT VIGIL

1 Come, let us worship God, our King.
Come, let us worship and fall down
before Christ, our King and our God.
Come, let us worship and fall down
before the very Christ,

our King and our God.

Come, let us worship

and fall down before Him.

2 Blessthe Lord, O my soul,
blessed art Thou, O Lord.

O Lord my God, Thou art very great.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord.

Thou art clothed

with honour and majesty.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord.

The waters stand upon the mountains.
Marvellous are Thy works, O Lord.
The waters flow between the hills.
Marvellous are Thy works, O Lord.

In wisdom hast Thou made all things.
Glory to Thee, O Lord,

who hast created all!

3 Blessed s the man, who walks not in
the counsel of the wicked.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lord knows

the way of the righteous,

but the way of the wicked will perish.
Serve the Lord with fear,

and rejoice in Him with trembling.
Blessed are all who take refuge in Him.
Arise, O Lord! Save me, O my God!
Salvation is of the Lord;

and Thy blessing is upon Thy people.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit,

both now and ever

and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,

glory to Thee, O God!

4 Gladsome Light of the holy glory of
the Immortal One —

the Heavenly Father,

holy and blessed — O Jesus Christ!
Now that we have come

to the setting of the sun,

and behold the light of evening,

we praise the Father, Son,

and Holy Spirit — God.

Thou art worthy at every moment

to be praised in hymns

by reverent voices.

O Son of God,

Thou art the Giver of Life;

therefore all the world glorifies Thee.
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) Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant
depart in peace, according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
which Thou hast prepared

before the face of all people —

a light to enlighten the Gentiles,

and the glory of Thy people Israel.

6 Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos,

Mary full of grace, the Lord is with Thee.
Blessed art Thou among women,

and blessed is the Fruit of Thy womb,
for Thou hast borne the Saviour of souls.

A short break will follow movement six.

7 Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace,

good will among men.

O Lord, open Thou my lips,

and my mouth shall proclaim Thy praise.

8 ' Praise the name of the Lord. Alleluia.
Praise the Lord, O you His servants.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed be the Lord from Zion,

He who dwells in Jerusalem. Alleluia.

O give thanks unto the Lord,

for He is good.

Nespers

Alleluia, alleluia.
For His mercy endures forever. Alleluia.
O give thanks unto the God of Heaven.
Alleluia, alleluia.
For His mercy endures forever. Alleluia.

9 Blessed art Thou, O Lord,
teach me Thy statutes.

The angelic host was filled with awe,
when it saw Thee among the dead.
By destroying the power of death,

O Saviour, Thou didst raise Adam,
and save all men from hell!

In the tomb the radiant angel cried to the
myrrhbearers:

“*Why do you women mingle with your
tears?”

Look at the tomb and understand!

The Saviour is risen from the dead!”

Very early in the morning

the myrrhbearers ran

with sorrow to Thy tomb,

but an Angel came to them and said:
“The time for sorrow

has come to an end!

Do not weep, but announce the
resurrection to the apostles!”
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The myrrhbearers were sorrowful
as they neared Thy tomb,

but the Angel said to them:

“Why do you number

the living among the dead?

Since He is God,

He is risen from the tomb!”

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.

We worship the Father, and His Son,
and the Holy Spirit:

the Holy Trinity, one in essence!

We cry with the Seraphim:

“Holy, Holy, Holy art Thou, O Lord!”

Both now and ever,
and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Since Thou didst give birth

to the Giver of Life, O Virgin,

Thou didst deliver Adam from his sin!
Thou gavest joy to Eve

instead of sadness!

The God-man who was born of Thee
has restored to life

those who had fallen from it!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Glory to Thee, O God!

10 Having beheld

the resurrection of Christ,

let us worship the holy Lord Jesus,
the only Sinless One.

We venerate Thy Cross, O Christ,
and we hymn and glorify

Thy holy resurrection:

for Thou art our God,

and we know no other than Thee;
we call on Thy name.

Come, all you faithful,

let us venerate Christ’s holy resurrection.
For, behold, through the cross
joy has come into all the world.
Ever blessing the Lord,

let us praise His resurrection,

for by enduring the cross for us,
He has destroyed death by death.

11 My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.

Refrain:

More honourable than the Cherubim
and more glorious beyond compare
than the Seraphim, without defilement
Thou gavest birth to God the Word,
true Theotokos, we magnify Thee.
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For He has regarded the low estate of His
handmaiden.

For behold, henceforth all generations
will call me blessed.

For He who is mighty

has done great things for me,

and holy is His name,

and His mercy is on those who fear Him
from generation to generation ...

He has put down the mighty

from their thrones,

and has exalted those of low degree;
He has filled the hungry

with good things,

and the rich He hath sent empty away.

He has helped His servant Israel,

in remembrance of His mercy,

as He spoke to our fathers,

to Abraham and to his posterity forever.

A short break will follow movement eleven.

13 Today salvation

has come to the world.
Let us sing to Him

who rose from the dead,
the Author of our life.

Nespers

Having destroyed death by death,
He has given us
the victory and great mercy.

14 Thou didst rise from the tomb and
burst the bonds of Hades!

Thou didst destroy

the condemnation of death, O Lord,
releasing all mankind

from the snares of the enemy!

Thou didst show Thyself

to Thine apostles,

and didst send them forth

to proclaim Thee;

and through them Thou hast granted
Thy peace to the world,

O Thou who art plenteous in mercy!

1570 Thee, the victorious Leader of
triumphant hosts,

we Thy servants, delivered from evil,
offer hymns of thanksgiving,

O Theotokos!

Since Thou dost possess

invincible might,

set us free from all calamities,

so that we may cry to Thee:

“Rejoice, O unwedded Bride!”
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Musical Director
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Originally from Perth, Dr Debra Shearer-
Dirié maintains an active career as a choral
conductor, music educator, clinician and
scholar. She holds a Master of Music
Education degree and Doctor of Music
degree in Choral Conducting from Indiana
University. During her time there she
directed the Indiana University Children’s
and Youth Choir, was assistant director to
maestro Paul Hillier with the Pro Arte
Singers, and Director of the International
Vocal Ensemble at Indiana University for
two years. From 2000 to 2001, she
conducted the Northwest Girlchoir in
Seattle, a 400-voice organization of young
women which perform frequently with the
Seattle Symphony Orchestra.

Debra has received numerous invitations
to present at national conferences both
abroad and in Australia, including the
National Conference of the American
Choral Director’s Association in New York
in 2003, and most recently, her third
Australian National Choral Association
(ANCA) conference in July this year.

Upon arriving in Brisbane mid 2003, she
conducted the Queensland Young

[

Conservatorium Chamber Choir through
diverse repertoire which led to an
invitation to perform at the ANCA
conference in 2004. In 2005, she was
appointed Musical Director of Brisbane
Concert Choir, and in 2006 founded Vox
Pacifica Chamber Choir.
founded Fusion, a semi professional adult
a capella ensemble.  She continually
searches for opportunities to collaborate
with other musical groups, composers,
dancers, visual artists and cultural groups.

In 2009 she

Debra lectures in the School of Music at
the University of Queensland and is
currently serving as editor of the ANCA
journal Sing Out, and on the national
ANCA committee. She is in demand as an
adjudicator, clinician and conductor for
festivals and eisteddfods throughout
Australia and the Asia-Pacific region.



Enjoy the Brisbane Concert
Choir at home...

Radiance
Aspects of Light

Brisbane Concert Choir
at St Andrew’s
Conductor — Debra Shearer-Dirié

Order online at www.brisbaneconcertchoir.com

or call (07) 3369 4866
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lan Clarkson, Tenor Soloist

auditioned adult mixed voice choir. Formed in
1996 by Dr Guy Jansen, the choir has established
an excellent reputation for its performances of
diverse repertoire ranging from a cappella pieces
to full symphonic works. Performances have
included appearances with The Queensland
Orchestra, Queensland Pops Orchestra and in
prestigious festivals such as Brisbane Cathedrals
Week and the 4MBS Festival of Classics. The
Choir toured the North Island of New Zealand in
1999 and in June 2002, following the release of
its first CD, Journey, the choir embarked on a
very successful tour to north Queensland. The
choir has recorded performances for broadcast
on ABC-TV and 4MBS Classic-FM. 2008 saw the
release of a new CD, Radiance, and a first
European tour to Prague, Salzburg and Vienna.
The choir will tour to Italy in September 2011.

m\_ lan has been singing with choirs for many years as a diversion from his
day work as an architect. He obtained training in voice, piano, and
organ privately and from the Queensland Conservatorium of Music. lan

{( 28y has sung briefly in the Australian Opera chorus and has sung minor
\ principal operatic roles in the The Magic Flute and Lucia di Lammermoor
with the Queensland Opera. Among his solo parts with choirs have been

2D
\ \ the evangelist in Bach's St John Passion and the tenor solos in Handel's

Messiah, Puccini's Messa da Requiem, and the Rachmaninoff Vespers.
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SOPRANO
Lindsay Blacow
Susan Burrows
Sarah Clemence
Bronwyn Cox

Liz Denning

Helen Fredericks
Mary Gough

Ally Greene
Andrea Hall Brown
Nancie Holley

Jan Hungerford
Stella Jenks

Alison Liley

Janet McKeon
Caitlin McMorrow
Suzana Milosevic
Sarvenaz Monfaredi
Stephanie Rodgers
Lucinda Thomson

TENOR
Simon Burgess
lan Clarkson
Lourens Feuth
John Holmes
Allen Kloeden
Michael Scott
Tim Smetham

ALTO

Dorothy Bennett
Milly Blakeley
Christine Campbell
Amanda Dee
Asabi Goodman
Sue Gray

Kyla Hayden
Melissa Hutchinson
Nicolie Jenkins
Barbara Lamb
Lynne Maurer
Joan Mooney
Tricia Pezet

Kathy Teakle

Ceri Takken

BASS

Malcolm Alexander

Robert Bray
Bruce Campbell
Michael Dalley
Geoff Hines

lan Maurer
Mark McKeon
Jim McNicol
Tim Reeves
Ross Salomon
Chris Whight

MUSICAL
DIRECTOR
Debra Shearer-Dirié

REHEARSAL
ACCOMPANIST
John Woods

PATRON
Guy Jansen

Nespers

MANAGEMENT
Chairman
lan Maurer

Secretary
Stella Jenks

Treasurer
Lourens Feuth

Committee

Sue Gray

Janet McKeon
Caitlin McMorrow
Jim McNicol
Stephanie Rodgers

Librarian
Mary Gough

Membership

Christine Campbell

30 'T AOAx80
Steven Nisbet
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SEASON 2011

2011 Preview

Autumn Concert

Sunday, 17 April, 2011

Italian Café Concert

Saturday, 4 June, 2011
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Saturday, 16 July, 2011

Farewell Concert

Sunday, 4 September, 2011

www.brisbaneconcertchoir.com
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We would like to thank Ralph Morton and the staff at
the Cathedral of St Stephen for their generous
assistance in staging this performance.

Our thanks to the Cathedrals’ Week 2010 Partners — St
John’s Cathedral, Cathedral of St Stephen, The
Queensland Choir and 4MBS Classic FM, as well as
Cathedrals’ Week Supporter — Brisbane City Council.

Our ticketing partner 4MBS Classic FM.

We acknowledge the huge debt of gratitude we owe to
St Andrew’s Uniting Church for continuing to provide a
home for our choir in their beautiful, heritage-listed
building.

The Queensland Government's Gambling Community
Benefit Fund which proudly funded the purchase of
specialised black choir folders, together with additional
music books for our library.
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